SUBJECT:- Civic education
TOPIC: OBJECTS OF NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS, NATIONAL  SYMBOLS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS
National consciousness refers to the awareness, understanding, and love that people have for their nation. It involves prioritizing the welfare, progress, and greatness of the country above all else.
NATIONAL IDENTITY
National identity in Nigeria is defined by distinct features such as national symbols like the Nigerian currency, coat of arms, and national flag. These symbols help differentiate Nigerian citizens and activities from those of other countries. They play a crucial role in uniting the nation and highlighting its unique characteristics.
NATIONAL SYMBOLS
National symbols are various objects or signs that are used to know Nigeria and Nigerians. These symbols help in distinguishing Nigeria and Nigerians from other countries and people of the world.
NATIONAL SYMBOLS
          National symbols of Nigeria include
· The Nigeria National coat of Arms
· The Nigeria  National flag
· The Nigeria National Pledge
· The Nigeria National currency
· The Nigeria National Anthem
· The Nigeria National passport
THE NIGERIA NATIONAL COAT OF ARMS                               
This is the national logo or the official stamp of the nation. It was adopted in 1960 when Nigeria became independent. It was designed by Michael Akinkumi in 1959 alongside the National flag. It symbolises unity in diversity.
  There are seven permanent features of Nigerian coat of arms.
1. A red eagle which represents national strength and pride
2. The black shield shows the fertility of Nigeria land.
3. The Y-shape silver band on the shoulder represents the River Niger and River Benue and their confluence
4. The two white horses signifying dignity and importance
5. The ground on which the shield stands is cactus spectabilis, which represents the Nigerian colourful flower found in all parts of Nigeria
6. The wreath of flowers on which the eagle perches is the Nigerian’s National colours of green and white signifying honour and adoration
7. Then, at the base, is our national motto – unity and faith, peace and progress.
NIGERIA NATIONAL FLAG
The Nigeria National flag was designed by a Yoruba man known as Michael Akinkumi in 1959, with green symbolizing fertile land and white representing peace and unity. It replaced the British union Jack in 1960 when Nigeria gained independence. The flag is to be displayed in front of public buildings and environments as a mark of respect to the nation, and is flown at half-mast during tragic events like the death of a head of state.
The Nigeria National Pledge is recited as a declaration of loyalty and commitment to the country.
THE NIGERIA NATIONAL PLEDGE 
The Nigeria National pledge is regarded as an oath or promises of the citizens to comply with its laws. It was approved on 6th Sept, 1976 by the supreme Military council.
THE PLEDGE                                                                                              
I pledge to Nigeria my country  
To be faithful, loyal and honest                            
To serve Nigeria with all my strength                                                                   
To defend her unity                                                                              
And uphold her honour and glory                                                        
So help me God.
THE NIGERIA NATIONAL ANTHEM                   
The Nigeria National Anthem, composed by Ben Odiase in 1978, has two stanzas. The first stanza honors past heroes who fought for independence. The second stanza is a prayer for God’s guidance in building a just and peaceful nation with virtuous leaders and youth.
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM   
          Arise O compatriot                                                                                   
         Nigeria’s call obey                                                                              
To serve our father land                                                                                      
With love and strength and faith                                                                
The labour of our heroes past                                                                             
Shall never be in vain                                                                                
To serve with heart and might                                                                        
One nation bound in freedom                                                                         
Peace and unity
SECOND STANZA                                                                                            
O god of creation                                                                                            
Direct our noble course                                                                             
Guide thou our leaders right                                                                      
Help our youth to have the truth to know                                                 
In love and honesty to grow                                                                      
And living just and true                                                                                  
Great lofty heights attain                                                                                      
To build a nation where peace                                                                             
And justice shall reign.
THE NIGERIA NATIONAL PASSPORT                                                       
A Nigerian national passport is essential for international travel and identification. To travel, it must be submitted to a foreign embassy in Nigeria for a visa, granted by ambassadors or high commissioners. The passport includes personal details and represents Nigeria’s integrity abroad. Passport holders should act responsibly to uphold the country’s reputation.
THE NIGERIA NATIONAL CURRENCY                                                     
The Nigerian national currency, known as Naira and Kobo, symbolizes national identity through its distinctive features. Issued in notes and coins by the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), which also controls its value, the currency comes in various denominations: 1000, 500, 200, 100, 50, 20, 10, and 5 Naira. Many of these notes feature images of Nigerian leaders.
DESCRIPTION OF THE VARIOUS CURRENCIES
· One thousand naira note: Dr. Clement Isong and Alhaji Aliyu Mai-Bornu, former CBN governors
· Five hundred naira note: Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, first president of Nigeria
· Two hundred naira note: Alhaji Ahmadu Bello, premier of the northern region
· One hundred naira note: Chief Obafemi Awolowo, Yoruba political leader
· Fifty naira note: Represents the country’s four major ethnic groups
· Twenty naira note: General Murtala Mohammed, former military head of state
· Ten naira note: Chief Alvan Ikoku, Igbo educationist
· Five naira note: Alhaji Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, former prime minister
· Coins: Denominations from one kobo to two naira
· Currency symbolizes national identity and should be handled with care
Importance of National Identity
National identity is important for the following reasons:
1. It promotes national unity
2. It helps to develop a sense of belonging
3. It promotes a sense of pride for one’s country
4. It raises our national consciousness
How to Promote National Identity
We can promote national identity in Nigeria in the following ways:
1. taking part in singing the national anthem while standing at attention
2. saying the national pledge
3. respecting the national flag
4. being proud of our conutry
5. protecting the good image or name of Nigeria
Meaning of National Unity
National unity is the sense of togetherness among diverse individuals, such as various ethnic and religious groups in Nigeria identifying as one nation. It involves people’s readiness to coexist harmoniously despite their distinctions. The importance of national unity is emphasized.
Need for national unity 
We need national unity in Nigeria for the following reasons:
1. “United we stand, divided we fall”. Nigeria as a nation will be stronger if the citizens are united.
2. National unity promotes understanding among the different groups
3. National unity promotes trust among people.
4. National unity promotes cooperation.
5. National unity aids progress.
6. National unity enhances security.
How to Promote National Unity
Unity amongst the different religious and cultural groups in Nigeria can be promoted in many ways. These include:
1. Tolerance: Live with people from different tribes or religions.
2. Understanding: Learn about others’ lifestyles to build friendships.
3. Cross-cultural marriage: Marry outside your culture to promote peace.
4. Love: Avoid hatred, see others as siblings.
5. National consciousness: Think of Nigeria as a shared country.
6. Appreciation of other cultures: Respect all cultures equally.
7. NYSC Scheme: Sends graduates to different states to learn about Nigeria’s diversity.
Purpose of establishing  national institutions
The Federal government in the past years made series of efforts aimed at maintaining peace and progress in the society. Some of these efforts led to the establishment of the Federal government institutions to promote national unity. The following can be considered in the light of this development.
1. NYSC established in 1973 for graduates to serve in different states, promoting National Unity.
2. Unity schools in all zones allow students from different ethnic groups to promote National Unity.
3. Federal character principle ensures representation of all ethnic groups in national life, promoting National Unity. Political parties must reflect federal character to be registered.
Evaluation
1. Define National consciousness
2. Explain National identity
3. Define National symbols
4. List the six National symbols
5. Describe the National symbols
